comprises an outer sheath comprising an elongated tubular body and a distal section. 
The distal section is formed from a light transmissive material whereby the stent may be 
visually inspected through the distal section. 

Claim 1 points out how the distal section is an enlarged distal section and that 
there is an inner shaft located coaxially within the outer sheath; that a self-expanding 
stent is located within the relatively clear distal section of the outer sheath, that the stent 
makes frictional contact with the outer sheath and that the shaft is connected to the 
stent for delivery of the stent. 

Claim 6 brings out how the proximal end of the distal section is bonded to the 
distal end of the tubular body member. Claim 1 0 also brings out how a flexible distal 
tubular section is bonded to the polymeric tubular body member and that the distal tip 
comprises a polymeric formulation containing from about 20 to 75 weight percent of a 
polymeric radiopaque agent to be substantially more radiopaque than the distal tubular 
section and the tubular body member of the sheath. Claim 12 brings out that the distal 
section is enlarged and that the proximal end of the enlarged distal section is bonded to 
the distal end of the tubular body member. 

New claim 17 brings out that the sheath comprises an inner Teflon layer having 
stainless steel braiding disposed thereon, with a coating applied over and bonded to the 
braiding with a coating of the distal section being formed from a light transmissive 
material. 

The Examiner has rejected claims 1, 6, 9, and 12 as unpatentable over Diaz U.S. 
Patent No. 6,379,365 in view of the Sullivan PCT Publication W098/23241 and some of 
the claims as unpatentable over Diaz and Sullivan in view of Willard U.S. Patent No. 


6.309,379. First, Diaz is irrelevant to the present invention because Diaz does not 
concern a self-expanding stervDin sharp contrast, Diaz concerns a balloon expandable 


stent which operates in a manner that is completely different from the self-expanding 
stent of the present invention. Still further, Diaz cannot be applied as a prior art 
reference against the present claims because Diaz qualifies as prior art only under 35 
U.S.C. § 102(e) and at the time the present invention was made, Diaz was subject to an 
obligation of assignment to Cordis Corporation, the assignee of the present invention. 
See MPEP H 715.01(b). Attached as Exhibit 1 to this Amendment, is a copy of Mr. 
Diaz's employment agreement and Exhibit 2 is a copy of Mr. Diaz's invention record, 
these exhibits showing that the invention of the Diaz patent was subject to an obligation 
of assignment to Cordis Corporation, the assignee of the present application. 

With respect to the Sullivan PCT Publication, it is noted that Sullivan does not 
disclose an enlarged distal section, nor does Sullivan disclose a proximal end of the 
distal section being bonded to the distal end of the tubular body member, nor does 
Sullivan disclose a distal tip containing from about 20 to 75 weight percent of a 
polymeric radiopaque agent to be substantially more radiopaque than the distal tubular 
section and a tubular body member, nor does Sullivan disclose an inner Teflon layer 
having stainless steel braiding disposed thereon. 



• 


In view of the foregoing, it is submitted that the application is now in condition for 
allowance and an early Notice of Allowance is respectfully requested. 


SEYFARTH SHAW 

55 East Monroe Street, Suite 4200 

Chicago, Illinois 60603 

(312) 269-8567 

CERTIFICATE OF MAILING 
I hereby certify that this correspondence is being deposited with the U.S. Postal Service as First 
Class Mail in an envelope addressed to: Honorable Commissioner of Patents and Trademarks, 
.Washington, D.C. 20231 on December 13, 2002. > 


Respectfully submitted 
SEYFARTH SHAW 



George H. Gerstman 
Registration No. 22,419 
Attorney for Applicant 



Registered Attorney for Applicant 
Date: December 13, 2002 
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